[The relationships between the degrees of oxygenation and the serum calcitonin levels in the term newborn].
The authors have studied the correlations between serum levels of calcitonin and the degree of oxygenation assessed by means of transcutaneous pO2 and pCO2 and capillary pH in 40 term newborns of adequate birth weight. Highly significant correlations (P < 0.001) were found at the 24th hour of life between calcitonin levels and the asphyxia parametres and between the latter measured at the 12th or the 24th hour and calcitonin levels found respectively at the 24th or the 48th hour. Similar correlations were found subdividing the studied newborns with regard to the type of delivery. We conclude that the severity of neonatal asphyxia is indeed the main determining factor of the magnitude of the calcitonin hyperincretion.